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Are  you  new to  Cour ie r /T ruck  Dr iv ing  and confused
about  your  tax  ob l igat ions?  We are  here  to  he lp  w i th
th is  s imple  gu ide  te l l ing  you  every th ing  you  need to
know.

Note :  th i s  tax  gu ide  assumes  you  use  a  Tax  Agent .  Fo r
some compel l ing  reasons  to  use  a  tax  agent  see  fu r ther
be low 😊

Introduction

www.r ideshareconsu l tants .co .nz
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Your New Zealand Tax
Obligations

PART ONE

The NZ tax obligations are compulsory for all
self employed drivers and must be adhered
to under NZ law. 

Some Cour ie r /T ruck  Dr ivers  are  c lass i f ied  as  se l f -
employed bus iness  owners .  Th i s  means  you  w i l l  need
to  pay  income tax  on  your  year ly  p ro f i t s  ( income
minus  a l lowable  expenses)

.
Tax  ra tes  in  New Zea land depend on  income leve ls
and range f rom 10 .5%  to  39% .

1. SELF-EMPLOYED STATUS

I f  Cour ie r  o r  T ruck  Dr iv ing  i s  your  on ly  income source
and your  net  p ro f i t  ( income minus  expenses)  i s
$ 15 ,000 ,  you  w i l l  on ly  pay  10 .5%  tax  ($ 1 ,575) .

I f  you  have  a  sa lary  o f  $55 ,000  f rom your  main  job
and earn  a  net  p ro f i t  ( Income minus  expenses)  o f
$5 ,000  f rom Dr iv ing ,  you  w i l l  pay  a  30% tax  on  those
prof i t s  ($ 1 ,500)  as  you 've  a l ready  pa id  the  lower  tax
rates  on  your  sa lary .

2. TAX RATES BASED ON YOUR INCOME
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Tax Types and Important
Dates

PART TWO

The  tax  year  runs  f rom 1  Apr i l  to  3 1  March .

A f te r  3 1s t  March  each year ,  you  w i l l  need to  submi t
an  IR3  tax  re turn .

The  s tandard  due  date  to  f i l e  your  taxes  i s  7 th  Ju ly
but  i f  us ing  a  tax  agent  you  w i l l  get  an  ex tens ion  o f
t ime unt i l  3 1 s t  March  the  nex t  year .

1. ANNUAL INCOME TAX

I f  your  se l f -employed income/turnover  i s  over  o r
expected to  be  over  $60 ,000  in  any  12-month  per iod ,
you  w i l l  need to  reg is te r  fo r  GST .

Once reg is tered ,  you  can  c la im GST  pa id  on  bus iness
expenses  ( fue l ,  par ts ,  ty res ,  maintenance ,  t ruck
accessor ies  e tc . )

2. GOODS AND SERVICES TAX (GST)
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I f  your  tax  b i l l  comes  to  over  $5 ,000 ,  you  w i l l  need
to  pay  the  nex t  year ’ s  tax  in  advance v ia
ins ta lments .

I f  your  tax  b i l l  tu rns  out  to  be  lower  than
expected ,  you  w i l l  get  some of  the  prov is iona l  tax
re funded .

3. PROVISIONAL TAX
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GST  re turns  can  be  f i led  month ly ,  two-month ly  o r  s i x
month ly .  GST  i s  a  complex  area  so  p lease  contact  us
wi th  fu r ther  quest ions .

Note :  The  $60 ,000  does  not  inc lude  sa lary/wages
f rom other  jobs .



Truck/Courier Tax Specifics
PART THREE

L icens ing ,  permi ts ,  road user  charges  (RUC)
espec ia l l y  fo r  heav ie r  t rucks  o r  veh ic les  above
cer ta in  we ights .  T ruck  dr i vers  o f ten  have  ex t ra
compl iance  needs .

I f  your  asset  base  i s  la rge  (van ,  t ruck ,  t ra i le r  e tc . )
Deprec iat ion  /  cap i ta l  cost  /  wr i te ‑downs  can be
substant ia l .

I nsurance fo r  commerc ia l  use ,  l iab i l i t y ,  e tc  i s  o f ten
h igher .

Complex  fue l  usage appor t ionment ,  poss ib ly
d i f fe rent  ra tes  fo r  RUC ,  e tc .

I f  a  t ruck  o r  cour ie r  veh ic le  i s  used par t l y  fo r  p r i vate
(non ‑bus iness)  purposes ,  you  must  appor t ion  the
expenses  ( fue l ,  insurance ,  veh ic le  deprec iat ion  e tc . )
between bus iness  vs  pr i vate .

1. WHAT CAN AFFECT YOUR TAX REQUIREMENTS
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Business Structure
PART FOUR

I t ' s  genera l l y  best  to  operate  as  a  So le  T rader  where
you use  your  own IRD  number .

Set t ing  up  a  l im i ted  company  may be  su i tab le  in
some cases  but  w i l l  i nvo lve  h igher  costs  and
complex i ty .

NZBN (New Zea land Bus iness  Number)  i s  opt iona l  and
of fe rs  no  s ign i f icant  benef i t  fo r  se l f -employed
dr ivers .

1. SOLE TRADER VS. LIMITED COMPANY
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Claimable Expenses
PART FIVE

Any  money  you  spend to  he lp  you  earn  your  dr i v ing
income i s  potent ia l l y  c la imable .  You  can show your
expenses  to  your  tax  agent ,  who w i l l  adv ise  i f  i t  can
be c la imed and how much .

Common expenses  inc lude  a l l  veh ic le  expenses ,
l i cens ing  costs ,  phone b i l l s  and more

1. WHAT CAN YOU CLAIM?

One o f  the  best  ways  fo r  d r i vers  to  reduce the i r  tax
b i l l s  i s  to  t rack  veh ic le  bus iness  mi leage .  Th is  can  be
done us ing  an  e lect ron ic  o r  paper  logbook .

Dr i vers  can  use  an  Exce l  sheet  o r  a  notebook .  We
encourage you  to  use  our  f ree  mi leage record ing
web-app

2. LOGBOOKS AND MILEAGE

Dr ivers  may a lso  make  a  home of f ice  c la im ,
espec ia l l y  i f  they  s tore  the i r  veh ic le  in  an  in te rna l
garage .  Var ious  factors  are  cons idered  to  max imize
the  amount  c la imed .

3. HOME OFFICE CLAIMS

Important: A tax agent actively ensures you
do not pay too much tax.

9



ACC LEVIES
PART SIX

A l l  se l f -employed ind iv idua ls  must  pay  ACC lev ies .

ACC prov ides  coverage fo r  80% o f  your  income i f
you ' re  in ju red ,  and a lso  he lps  cover  t reatment  costs .

1. ACC LEVIES

ACC wi l l  send you  an  invo ice  once  your  income tax
re turn  i s  submi t ted  to  IRD .

Hot  T ip :  I f  you  work  less  than  30  hours  per  week
across  a l l  income sources ,  make  sure  your  ACC
account  i s  se t  to  "Par t  T ime" .

I t ' s  a  good idea to  c reate  an  on l ine  ACC account  to
check  set t ings  and ensure  contact  deta i l s  a re
cor rect .

2. HOW TO MANAGE ACC

ACC fees  range f rom a  few hundred do l la rs  per  year
to  over  $ 1 ,000  fo r  fu l l - t ime dr ivers .

3. ACC FEES
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Kiwi Saver Contributions
PART SEVEN

I f  d r i v ing  i s  your  on ly  income source ,  cons ider
cont r ibut ing  to  your  K iw isaver  account  manual l y .

I f  you  cont r ibute  $ 1 ,042 .86  before  30th  June ,  you  w i l l
rece ive  the  max imum government  cont r ibut ion  o f
$260 .72 .

1. CONTRIBUTING TO KIWISAVER
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Record Keeping Essentials
PART EIGHT

Open a  separate  bank  account  fo r  your  dr i v ing
income and expenses .  Th is  he lps  keep your  bus iness
and persona l  a f fa i r s  separate .

As  a  so le  t rader ,  th i s  can  s imply  be  a  normal  cheque
account  –  i t  doesn ' t  have  to  be  a  "bus iness "  account .

1. SEPARATE BANK ACCOUNT

Keep cop ies  o f  a l l  rece ipts  and invo ices  re la ted  to
your  dr i v ing  income.  C l ients  can  up load these  to  our
f ree  new and improved app .

2. RECEIPT MANAGEMENT
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We recommend sav ing  at  least  20% o f  your  gross
income (before  expenses)  in  a  separate  account  to
cover  income tax  at  year-end .

Wi th  he lp  f rom a  tax  agent ,  your  tax  b i l l  i s  l i ke ly  to  be
lower  than  expected .

Cons ider  adopt ing  a  bus iness  mindset  by  sav ing  fo r
taxes ,  ins tead o f  pay ing  w i th  each paycheck .

3. SAVING FOR TAX



Why Use a Tax Agent?
PART NINE

C o n f i d e n c e  i n  A c c u r a c y :  Tax  agents  ensure  your  tax
re turn  i s  completed  cor rect ly .  We s tay  up  to  date
wi th  a l l  I RD .

M i n i m i s e d  T a x  B i l l :  We  he lp  ensure  your  tax  b i l l  i s
min imised to  the  greatest  ex tent  poss ib le .

A c c e s s  t o  I R D :  As  an  IRD-reg is te red  agent ,  we  can
access  your  tax  deta i l s  d i rect ly  w i th  IRD  (we never
ask  fo r  your  IRD  password) .

F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t s :  I f  you  app ly  fo r  a  mor tgage or
veh ic le  f inance ,  you ' l l  need a  f inanc ia l  repor t  f rom
an independent  tax  agent .

E x p e r t i s e :  We  are  proven  exper ts  in  se l f -employment
tax ,  espec ia l l y  fo r  Cour ie r  and T ruck  dr i vers  in  New
Zea land .

1. ADVANTAGES OF USING A TAX AGENT
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Why Choose Rideshare
Consultants?

PART TEN

O f f i c i a l  I R D  T a x  A g e n t :  We ’ve  been a  reg is tered  Tax
Agent  s ince  20 17 .

P r o v e n  T r a c k  R e c o r d :  Over  1 ,500  c l ients  nat ionwide .

P e r s o n a l i s e d  S e r v i c e :  We work  on l ine  w i th  c l ients
across  New Zea land and o f fe r  in-person  meet ings  in
Auck land ,  Mount  Maunganui ,  and Chr is tchurch  -  fo r
a  smal l  add i t iona l  fee .

H o n e s t y  &  I n t e g r i t y :  We fo l low government
gu ide l ines  and work  in  the  best  in terests  o f  our
c l ients .

Want more insights like this?

BOOK A DISCOVERY CALL
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Affordable Tax
Services

GST Returns

$150.00 $285.00 $460.00

Sole Traders Companies

Yearly tax returns for
part time drivers

Yearly tax returns for
full time drivers

6 monthly GST returns

Drivers with over
60k income

Must be lodged
after 31 March

includes exclusive
free access to our
expense recording
web-app

Must be lodged
after 31 March

includes exclusive
free access to our
expense recording
web-app

‘ T h e  t r u s t e d  t a x  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r  f o r  o v e r
1 , 2 0 0  d r i v e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  N e w  Z e a l a n d ’

15

FROM FROM



Contact Information
F o r  m o r e  r e a l - w o r l d  d r i v i n g  a d v i c e ,  v i s i t  o u r
w e b s i t e  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  a t :

V i n c e n t  F r e d r i c k s o n :  

E .    v incent@r ideshareconsu l tants .co .nz  
P .    022  6 17  1043

D e e p  S h a r m a :  

E .    contact@r ideshareconsu l tants .co .nz
P .    027  680  9868

THANK YOU FOR READING! FEEL FREE TO
REACH OUT TO US ANYTIME.
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